
• address factors, need to be taken into account when conducting a focal species 
study

• fill the gap between the former presentation and the following presentation
• evaluate different key approaches regarding their suitability under certain 

conditions
• best approach depends on many factors like the actual crop, its growth stage, the 

region, the timing and already available data
• alternatives, not mentioned here, might even be more appropriate in some cases
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soil characteristics might prevent proper incorporation of the seeds during sowing
 increased availability of seeds for granivorous birds.
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Alternative: Selection of study fields showing the most prevalent habitat 
characteristics for fields of a crop
 no potentially relevant species eliminated
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Example: A study with only three surveys per field would offer just 3 different FOsurvey 

values. However, if 10 surveys were conducted, a theoretical maximum of 10 
different values for FOsurvey is possible. From 10 different values a more differentiated 
ranking of species is possible than for only 3 values.
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• a defined part of a field is systematically observed and present birds are recorded
• repetition at a pre-defined periods of mostly either 5, 10 or 15 minutes
• Ideally no influence of the observer on the birds
• each scan treated as one survey.
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• at least one person is walking through or along the crop within a defined part of a 
field 

• birds either detected visually or acoustically
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Example: 
• a freshly drilled field might contain a high abundance of seeds  high food 

abundance for granivorous species 
• seeds well incorporated into the soil  not accessible for species that cannot dig 

for seeds
• despite of a high food abundance in the soil the seeds are not available 
• abundance measured quite easily
• difficult to evaluate  the species-specific accessibility
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